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House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today with a heavy 
heart to remember and honor Bobby 
Zarem of Savannah, Georgia, who, 
sadly, passed away on September 26 at 
the age of 84. 

A world-renowned publicist and the 
creator of many internationally recog-
nized media campaigns, Bobby’s life’s 
work put a smile on many people’s 
faces. He began his career in New York 
City, where he actively promoted some 
of America’s most talented individuals. 
Notably recognized for his ‘‘I Love New 
York’’ campaign, Bobby’s work 
touched countless lives. 

While his work took him around the 
world, Bobby’s deep love for Savannah 
was undeniable. From contributions to 
the Savannah Film Festival to co-
founding the Free Southern Theater, 
Bobby was a passionate advocate for 
the arts in the Savannah community. 

I am thankful for Bobby’s service to 
Georgia’s First Congressional District, 
and I know his legacy will remain. My 
thoughts and prayers are with his fam-
ily, friends, and all who knew him dur-
ing this most difficult time. 

f 

CHILDCARE IS ESSENTIAL INGRE-
DIENT IN THE BUILD BACK BET-
TER PLAN 
(Ms. NORTON asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, the 
President’s Build Back Better plan has 
become the most important legislation 
in our history because it is essential to 
overcome the effects of the first pan-
demic in more than 100 years. So essen-
tial are the bill’s ingredients that Con-
gress faces a daunting task in trim-
ming the bill. 

One ingredient that is particularly 
essential is childcare because it relates 
to so much else: the ability of both 
women and men to work, the ability of 
children to go to school. The United 
States is the only democratic country 
that does not afford quality childcare 
to all of its families. The reason so 
many more women than men are still 
out of work is the disproportionate re-
sponsibility women absorb for 
childcare. This makes childcare an es-
sential ingredient in the President’s 
Build Back Better plan. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MAYOR KEVIN 
COTTON 

(Mr. COMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COMER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Mayor Kevin Cotton 
from Madisonville, Kentucky, for being 
named a 2021 Angel in Adoption by the 
Congressional Coalition on Adoption 
Institute. 

The Angels in Adoption program 
seeks to honor individuals and organi-

zations that focus on adoption, perma-
nency, and child welfare issues. 

Mayor Cotton and his wife, Donna 
Cotton, consistently give back to the 
community by fostering children in 
their home. Throughout the years, 
they have provided love and care to 46 
children, three of which they adopted. 

Those who know Mayor Cotton know 
him best for his love of children, pas-
sion for foster care, and desire to make 
a lasting impact in the community 
through his business and public serv-
ice. 

I appreciate the profound contribu-
tions the Cottons have made and am 
grateful for their dedication to the gift 
and treasure of adoption. The nomina-
tion is symbolic of their devotion to 
children as well as an ambitious, car-
ing vision for the lives of others. 

I am proud to recognize Mayor Kevin 
Cotton and his wife, Donna, for their 
incredible work in the child welfare 
arena. On behalf of all my constitu-
ents, I congratulate them on their ef-
forts to make the dream of a family a 
reality for children in need. 

f 

COME TOGETHER ON 
INFRASTRUCTURE BILL 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I just 
had to come back. I was leaving and 
saw the lady’s speech on the TV, and I 
had to come back. 

If prices have gone up in New Mexico 
and the country, a large part of the 
reason why prices have gone up is be-
cause of the pandemic, because people 
have been sick and out of work. That 
has caused the supply chains to back 
up and other things. 

She didn’t count in that, because of 
Joe Biden, people have gotten $300 a 
child per month to help pay for those 
goods, and because of actions by most-
ly the Democratic Caucus, sometimes 
bipartisan, but mostly the Democratic 
Caucus, they got stimulus checks and 
other benefits. So they have come out 
on top. 

What people should not forget is that 
we need to vote for the bipartisan in-
frastructure bill that has 17 Repub-
licans on it from the Senate. 

I have broken with my Progressive 
Caucus to vote for it because it creates 
jobs, and it is the right thing for Amer-
ica. My Republican colleagues should 
break from their caucus and commit to 
vote for the bipartisan infrastructure 
bill, too. 

If you are not for Build Back Better, 
that is your business. It is your busi-
ness on infrastructure, but infrastruc-
ture is bipartisan. The Senate made it 
bipartisan. And I broke with my Cau-
cus and my sub-caucus, and other peo-
ple will, too, to vote for it. 

Build Back Better is fine, but you 
should break and vote for the infra-
structure bill. That is something we 
should get together on. 

RECOGNIZING RETIREMENT OF 
TOMMY WHITAKER 

(Mr. ROSE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROSE. Madam Speaker, it is an 
honor for me to recognize my friend 
and constituent Tommy Whitaker. 

On November 14, one day before his 
70th birthday, Tommy is retiring after 
45 years as an employee and 16 years as 
president and CEO of The Farmers 
Bank headquartered in Portland, Ten-
nessee. During his tenure, the bank has 
grown in assets from $25 million to now 
$850 million, with 10 branches and 150 
employees. 

Tommy graduated from the Univer-
sity of Tennessee in 1974 with a degree 
in business where he met his wife, Shir-
ley. He later went on to attend the 
Graduate School of Banking at Lou-
isiana State University. 

Tommy and Shirley have raised two 
wonderful children, Susan and Joseph, 
and are the proud grandparents of their 
grandson, Grayson. 

Tommy is one of Tennessee’s most 
influential bankers, and his strong 
character and devotion to service be-
fore self has gained him the respect of 
everyone in his community and be-
yond. 

It is truly an end of an era for The 
Farmers Bank. I am so grateful for 
Tommy Whitaker’s friendship and serv-
ice, and I wish him a happy retirement. 

f 

PLANS TO WEAPONIZE IRS 

(Mr. JACOBS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JACOBS of New York. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in opposition to 
the Democrats’ radical reconciliation 
package and, specifically, their plans 
to weaponize the IRS and dramatically 
expand the agency’s reach into the 
lives of everyday Americans. 

Originally, Democrats’ plan was to 
hire thousands of new IRS agents to 
surveil the bank accounts of Americans 
who have $600 or more in their ac-
counts. While they have upped that 
amount in the legislation to $10,000 in 
deposits and withdrawals, this would 
still subject every American working 
at least a minimum wage job, who has 
a bank account, to government intru-
sion. 

I can tell you, and I think most of 
my colleagues would agree, that I have 
not had a constituent call and beg me 
for more IRS agents or for the agency 
to have increased ability to monitor 
their accounts. Rather, my constitu-
ents are concerned this proposal rep-
resents an attempt by the administra-
tion to weaponize and politicize the 
IRS and fund their partisan agenda. 

I believe Americans are entitled to 
privacy and constitutional rights. This 
proposal is a dramatic overreach and 
emblematic of this administration’s 
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priorities: expand the government’s 
control over everyday Americans. 

f 

OSHA CHANGES TO VACCINE 
REACTION REPORTING 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, his-
torically, under the Occupational Safe-
ty and Health Act, covered employers 
were required to maintain an annual 
log of all work-related illnesses and in-
juries. 

An illness or injury is recordable if it 
is work-related, a new case, and the in-
cident involves days away from work 
or medical treatment beyond first aid, 
among other things. 

On May 21, OSHA changed these re-
quirements. This new OSHA policy ef-
fectively removes legal liability from 
employers that require a vaccine at 
least through May 2022. Now, if a work-
er decides to get a vaccine to keep 
their job and experiences an adverse re-
action, the employer is not responsible 
for this injury. 

OSHA stated it changed this require-
ment only because they do not want to 
give any suggestion of discouraging 
workers from receiving the COVID–19 
vaccinations or to disincentivize em-
ployers’ vaccination efforts. 

Why are they trying to hide statis-
tics related to the vaccine? While this 
policy change appears to be a mere 
sidenote for OSHA’s lengthy guide-
lines, we have to ask President Biden 
and OSHA: Why is the ethical burden 
on the workers and not on the govern-
ment? 

f 

RESIST VACCINE MANDATES 

(Mr. MOORE of Alabama asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MOORE of Alabama. Madam 
Speaker, millions of freedom-loving 
Americans with legitimate concerns 
with the vaccine—some are vaccinated, 
by the way—have had their jobs, liveli-
hoods, and military service held hos-
tage by this new vaccine mandate. 
They are being told to shut up and 
take it. That is un-American. 

With both Army Fort Rucker and 
Maxwell-Gunter Air Force Base in my 
district, I am especially disturbed by 
the new vaccine mandates our military 
and civilian contractors are having to 
endure. 

Last week, I spoke at a meeting of 
concerned Fort Rucker employees. We 
expected about 20 to 30 attendees, but 
hundreds showed up. Clearly, Ameri-
cans are mobilizing to resist against 
these mandates. 

I met with Lieutenant Colonel The-
resa Long, a military physician sta-
tioned at Fort Rucker. We have seen 
firsthand the health risks associated 
with the vaccine that can impact our 
military readiness. Why are voices like 
hers being ignored? She has the rank of 

lieutenant colonel; she has a medical 
degree; and she is an expert. And if she 
is not, who is? 

These mandates are about control 
and not safety. Every American must 
have the freedom to make their own 
health decisions, and our concerns will 
not be silenced. The American people 
will continue to resist the vaccine 
mandates, and I am proud to stand 
with them. 

f 

HONORING GENERAL COLIN 
POWELL 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, 
today, I rise to pay tribute to Sec-
retary Colin Powell, America’s general. 

Secretary Powell was more than an 
astute general and outstanding civic 
leader who served our Nation’s Presi-
dent. He was kind-hearted, a genuine 
American hero. He was a man of con-
science and integrity who bravely 
stood against divisiveness and lived life 
bringing people together. 

As the son of two hardworking Ja-
maican immigrants, he knew the im-
portance of education and hard work. 
General Powell, as he prefers to be 
called, was the first African-American 
National Security Advisor, Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and Sec-
retary of State, and he had 35 years of 
service in the military for this Nation. 

He described himself in a New York 
Times article, and he talked about 
himself in the third person: ‘‘Powell is 
a problem-solver. He was taught as a 
soldier to solve problems. So he has 
views, but he is not an ideologue. He 
has passion, but he is not a fanatic. He 
is, first and foremost, a problem-solv-
er.’’ And that he did. 

In Vietnam, he was a hero when the 
helicopter that he was in crashed, and 
he pulled out his commander, Major 
General Charles M. Gettys. 

Also, he was a passionate servant of 
the people. When he retired, he orga-
nized America’s Promise. America’s 
Promise helped at-risk children. I re-
member seeing his program, hearing 
about his program, and supporting his 
program. 

To his wonderful wife, Alma, and his 
children, he remains to us an ex-
tremely beloved individual. I am re-
minding all Americans, let us remem-
ber that a general can be soft and 
strong and remain a hero to all of us in 
nature, spirit, sacrifice, and deeds. 

The Nation has lost a great leader, 
but more importantly, the Nation has 
lost a symbol of what is best and great 
about America. 

f 

AMERICA IN CRISIS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. JOHNSON) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam 

Speaker, during my time this after-
noon, my colleagues and I will address 
the burning issues that are on the 
hearts and minds of all our constitu-
ents back home—really, all Ameri-
cans—and that is the numerous self-in-
flicted crises of the Biden administra-
tion and the House Democrats’ increas-
ingly radical leftwing legislative agen-
da. 

Madam Speaker, Democrats may nar-
rowly control the House, the Senate, 
and the White House, but over the past 
several weeks, it has become abun-
dantly clear that they just cannot gov-
ern. 

America is in crisis. Everybody 
knows that, and everybody can feel it 
in so many areas. 

b 1630 
Today, the White House spends its 

days doing damage control on all these 
multiple crises of their own making. 

Just think of what we are facing 
right now. We have an economic crisis 
where jobs remain unfilled, prices for 
basic goods continue to rise, and the 
shelves sit empty. 

We have got an energy crisis that has 
led to the highest gasoline crisis since 
2007, and we know the projections for 
warming our homes in the winter are 
off the charts. 

We have multiple foreign policy cri-
ses, and we have on the southern bor-
der humanitarian, national security, 
and public health crises like we have 
never seen before. 

These really are existential kinds of 
threats to the country. I know our col-
leagues like to throw that word 
around, but it really does apply here. 
And while all Presidents confront cri-
ses beyond their control, that is not 
what is happening here. These crises— 
the things we are talking about 
today—are the direct result of this ad-
ministration’s own actions. 

We know that inflation is rising be-
cause Democrats are flooding the econ-
omy with money and supply is down 
because of labor shortages caused by 
the Democrats’ so-called pandemic 
policies. Gas prices are up thanks to a 
steady assault on our energy producers 
by the Biden administration. Our for-
eign policy is in crisis because of the 
Biden debacle in Afghanistan and all 
the other fumbles that they have made. 

The border problem is simple. They 
opened the border. They put a welcome 
mat there and told everybody around 
the world to come on in. The Demo-
crats opened it, and so we should not 
be surprised or shocked at the result of 
that invitation. 
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